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Clinical Lecturer in Plastic Surgery 

The Welsh Centre for Burns & Plastic Surgery & ReconRegen, Swansea University 

£31,838 to £45,304 + 1A on-call banding per annum 

This job provides a role for a candidate with both clinical progression and academic outputw 

in mind. It would be ideal for a Pre NTN trainee, or a more experienced candidate who would 

like to improve their CV ahead of consultant interviews. 

The Clinical/Oncall Component is a 1:5 rota in Singleton Hospital for a 24-hour period.  

The other 4 days of the week are flexible to allow exposure to Plastic Surgery and Research 

Activity. 

 

Clinical  Environment 

Based in the ABM University health Board, the Welsh Centre for Burns & Plastic Surgery As 

Is the only centre in Wales,  responsible for a population of 2.3 million people.  In May 2010, 

the Welsh Centre for Burns was designated as the Adult Burn Centre for the South West UK 

Burns Network, covering a population of 10 million.   

The Supra Regional Plastic Surgery Unit has one of the busiest elective and trauma 

workloads in the UK, including exposure to major trauma and microsurgical upper and lower 

limb reconstruction, burns surgery, skin cancer, head and neck surgery, peripheral nerve and 

brachial plexus surgery, perineal and breast reconstruction, sarcoma, paediatric, vascular 

anomalies, hypospadias, laser and lymphodema surgery. The unit consists of 40 inpatient 

Plastic Surgery Beds, 4 bedded flap monitoring unit, 10 inpatient burns beds and 8 bedded 

burns ICU. 

There is a track record of training excellence, with the unit coming top of the GMC training 

survey for 3 years in a row (2012-2014), in addition to national recognition as a leading 

academic plastic surgery centre. The successful candidate will have the option to participate 

in ward rounds, have exposure to outpatient clinic work and acute care and work with the 

team to gain an understanding of the surgical, physical and social aspects involved in 

providing holistic care for the broad range of plastic surgery patients (from acute burns, 
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cancer, hand injuries and major trauma through to aesthetic surgery) If required, the trainee 

will have exposure to the acute take and be exposed to a wide variety of emergency 

presentations in a well supported environment. 

 

Academic Environment 

 

The successful candidate will join one of the largest Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 

Research Groups in Europe, under the supervision of Professor Iain Whitaker. Depending on 

the interest of the candidate, there is the opportunity to be involved in Laboratory based 

research, clinical trials, health informatics based research or patient reported outcome 

measures.  

 

Prof Iain Whitaker’ s research interests involve Tissue Engineering & 3D Bioprinting, 

Clinical Trials, the use of Patient Reported Outcome Measures in Plastic Surgery and the role 

of ‘Big Data’ in Plastic Surgery research. He has multiple institutional collaborators (both 

nationally and internationally) in addition to industry support towards clinical translation. He 

is one of only 5 Consultant Surgeons in any specialty in the UK Supported by the Royal 

College of Surgeons for his Academic work in 2017, sits on the British Association of 

Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgery (BAPRAS) Research Council and is a Deputy 

Editor of JPRAS.   

 

The Reconstructive Surgery & Regenerative Medicine Research Group 

(www.reconregen.com) consists of 1 Chair, 1 Senior Lecturer, 3 Hon.Sen.Clinical Lecturers, 

3 Post Doctoral Researchers, 6 Clinical Lecturers (PhD Students/SpRs), 1 MD Candidate, 1 

MSc Candidate and 2 Graduate Entry Medical Students. The team has been successful during 

the past 5 years in supporting Welsh Clinical Academic Trainees and Research Registrars 

with over 50 publications, 100 abstracts, 5 books, and over £3 Million in funding from the 

Medical Research Council, Welsh Assembly Government, Royal College of Surgeons, 

British Association of Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgeons, Oakgrove Medical 

Trust and the St David’s foundation. The Swansea based research team is truly 

multidisciplinary and includes both clinicians and Scientists with backgrounds in Cell 

Biology, Biomaterials, Engineering, Rheology, Health Informatics, Public Health, Big Data 

Analysis, Statistics and Clinical Trial Organisation. There are also national and international 

collaborations ongoing alongside those with Industry targeted towards clinical translation. 
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We expect the successful candidate to:- (i) Register for a fully funded Masters Degree or MD, 

(ii)Present at both national and international meetings 

(iii) Obtain several publications (iv) Contribute to departmental teaching v) Develop the 

skills, experiences and networks to pursue an active and successful clinical-academic training 

programme. 

The Candidate will be able to choose from 3 main topics to base his /her research experience 

on. The clinical applications follows in parentheses. 

(i) Mesenchymal Tissue Engineering & 3D Bioprinting (Facial Reconstruction) 

In 2017, Professor Whitaker and his team won the Clarke Medal from the Royal College of 

Surgeons and authored the Class Leading reference text on 3D bioprinting. ‘3D Bioprinting for 

Reconstructive Surgery, Techniques and Applications’ Elsevier. One of the Clinical Lecturers has 

recently won an MRC Clinical Research Training Fellowship and a Fullbright Scholarship to visit 

Harvard Medical School. 

(ii) Patient Reported Outcome Measures (Keystone Flaps & Facial Reconstruction) 

The two ongoing clinical trials in this area are in the recruiting phase. (OPRASK and PROMISCHR) 

(iii) The applications of ‘Big Data’ in Plastic Surgery (Skin Cancer Service Planning) 

This is a collaboration with the MRC Farr Institute with proposals in place for a wide range of 

projects involving skin cancer. 

 

Each option will be supported by Professor Whitaker, a Clinical Lecturer and relevant  

multidisciplinary staff at Swansea University (+Post Doctoral Researchers in the case of option i.).  

For more information contact Professor Iain Whitaker (iainwhitaker@fastmail.fm) and  visit the  

Reconstructive Surgery and Regenerative Medicine Research Group Website website  

(http://www.reconregen.com). 


